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for thirty years (Dom. S. P. I., vol. 72, No. 5), and
he also seems to have acquired the patent for
printing grammars.

Bonham Norton was the only son of William
Norton, stationer of London, who died in 1593, by
his wife Joan, the daughter of William Bonham,
He took up his freedom on the 4th February 1594,
and was Master of the Stationers' Company in the
years 1613,1626, and 1629, and must have been one
of the richest men in the trade. His eldest daughter,
Sarah, married Christopher Barker, the eldest son of
Robert Barker, in 1615, and for many years before
this event he had been assisting Barker financially,
and held a share in the Royal Printing House ; but
in 1618 a bitter quarrel between them led to a long
series of law-suits, which ended in favour of Robert
Barker. Bonham Norton, having accused the Lord
Keeper of receiving a bribe, was in 1630 thrown
into prison and fined. He died intestate on the
5th April 1635, and administration of his estate was
granted to his son John on the 28th May 1636 (Ad-
mon, Act Book 1636).

On the gth May 1615 an order was made by the
Court of the Stationers' Company, upon complaint
made by the master printers of the number of
presses then at work, that only nineteen printers,
exclusive of the patentees, i.e. Robert Barker, John
Bill, and Bonham Norton, should exercise the craft
of printing in the city of London. There is little in
the work of these men, judged as specimens of the